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Ninety years have passed since the first Homecoming was held at St. John’s in Oct. 1925.

“All is set and the St. John’s family is awaiting the Homecoming of her sons,” said a 1925 issue of ‘The Record.’  “All is set, yes, and humming.”

But for the first time, St. Ben’s has officially joined the celebration.

“This is the first time CSB and SJU have officially planned and celebrated Homecoming together,” said Adam Herbst, Director of St. John’s Alumni Relations, via

email.

Bennies have been attending Homecoming festivities for nearly as long as the day has been around. But despite popular belief, St. Ben’s has never had a

Homecoming of its own.

The school’s official inclusion this year came after nearly two years of planning.

“It was kind of a dual move, because the [class] reunions were merged this past year,” said Anne Sumangil, Director of St. Ben’s Alumnae Relations. “St. John’s

joined St. Ben’s’ reunions in the summer, and eliminated reunions at homecoming. That opened up the opportunity then for us to partner with them.”

While Homecoming is traditionally centered around the Johnnie football game, Sumangil says the overarching goal is bringing alumni from both schools together

and back to campus.

“We know that our alums are used to the experience of being together in school,” Sumangil said. “We want to make sure it’s reflective of that.”

This year, events will be held on both the CSB and SJU campuses on Friday and Saturday.

St. Ben’s will host a Fine Arts Programming performance by circus group Cirque Alfonse, a pancake breakfast Saturday morning and a study abroad alumni

reunion Saturday night. St. John’s will hold its traditional post-game Tundra Celebration, joined this year by academic departments and professors from both

schools.

“The long-term question of Homecoming is, ‘what are other really big activities we can bring to it other than the home football game?’” said Faith Dammann,

Assistant Director of Student Activities and Leadership Development. “We’re just trying to kind of give a full range of things.  Not that [alumni] come at 11 a.m. and

leave right after the game. They make a weekend out of it.”

Some students may notice a busy campus in anticipation of the weekend’s events. But Herbst says most of the prep work isn’t physical.

“You may notice tents being put up west of Sexton Commons in preparation for the Tundra Celebration,” Herbst said. “Beyond that, we are doing our last

marketing, encouraging alums and friends to be with us on campus to reconnect with each other and these two campuses that are so special to them.”

Traditionally, thousands attend the Tundra Celebration Saturday, and even more show up for the Johnnie football game.

Things may be different this year. Last month, St. John’s had an unusual surge in publicity, with an appearance from ESPN program ‘SportsCenter on the Road’

before the Johnnie-Tommie football game.

“I’m curious to see if that’s gonna impact our [attendance]. It could, but we don’t know,” Sumangil said. “So we’re gonna kind of play it by ear and see what

happens. Hopefully, we’ll be able to get some good data out of this, figure it all out for next year and make the tweaks that we need.”
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