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A day in the life: President Mary Hinton
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The sky is dark. The sun’s not up yet.

But President Mary Hinton is.

As the sun rises, she pulls out of her driveway, 11-year-old daughter Hosanna in tow.

She drops Hosanna off at nearby All Saints Academy, but not before a special drop-off secret handshake (“cheek cheek, nose bump, fist 

bump”).

Robert Williams, Hinton’s husband, will take their son Hillel, 14, and daughter Hallela, 16, to St. John’s Prep later.

Then it’s off to work. Hinton has a busy day ahead of her, with eight meetings and events sprinkled throughout. But it’s not much different 

from the norm.

“A key part of my philosophy is, I have to engage with the students as often as possible,” Hinton said. “I can’t go out into the world and talk 

about the mission and the vision of the institution if I don’t know what that looks like for you.”

In a college president’s life, a day without a single obligation doesn’t exist.

“When you look at this calendar, that’s not easy to think about sometimes,” Hinton said. “So what helps me focus, and what makes all of 

this worthwhile is when we’ve done something that supports you.”

Hinton literally builds student engagement into her calendar.

Last year, in her first year as president, she instated monthly open office hours, something that was unprecedented at CSB.

“I think it made my office very nervous, like, ‘how will we control it?’” Hinton said. “Because they really work hard to keep me organized 

and on task and to make my life as easy as possible, and this idea of people descending on the office with no level of control over how many 

or who was a bit startling. But it’s been wonderful, it’s been really, really wonderful. And I wouldn’t trade it for anything.”

Office hour visitors are as diverse as the campus. Students. Faculty and staff. The mayor of St. Joseph.

They’re not one-sided conversations. In her last office hours, Hinton asked a professor for advice on reentering the teaching world (Hinton 

is set to co-teach a class with St. John’s President Michael Hemesath next semester).

Hinton takes a personal approach to her presidential position. She learns and knows the students’ names in a pair of schools of 4,000 

students. Anywhere she walks on campus, she knows and acknowledges someone by name.

“People tell me that I’m good at it,” Hinton said. “I don’t feel very good at it, to be honest with you. At the end of the day, every human being 

just wants to be known by someone else. And if we can facilitate that happening, then I think part of my job is to help every person feel 

welcome.”

That kind of approach may stem from her K-12 background. Hinton’s professional career began in school development.

But she has an undergraduate degree in psychology, a master’s in clinical child psychology, and a doctoral degree in religion and religious 

education.

“I went back to get my Ph.D. somewhat later in life, because I wanted to study something that I loved.” Hinton said. “There was no 

conscious intent that, I’m gonna get my Ph.D. and go into higher education. It was, ‘I really wanna

study religion, and I wanna do this graduate program.’” In her collegiate career, Hinton has only worked on Catholic

campuses. But she grew up in the south in the historic black church, part of the Protestant tradition.

“I was the kid who played church, that was my favorite thing,” Hinton said. “I thought I wanted to grow up to be a nun, I thought that was 

the most wonderful thing in the world.”
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Through her work, Hinton developed an appreciation and love for the Catholic intellectual tradition.

“[The Catholic intellectual tradition] enables you to put your intellectual life and your spiritual life in dialogue with one another,” Hinton 

said. “That, to me, has enriched and grown my own spirituality in ways that have been unimaginable.”

Hinton meets monthly with Sister Michaela Hedican, the prioress of the monastery. The school has a working relationship with the 

monastery, so some of the visit is business-related. But a good portion is spiritual.

The meeting typically starts with a prayer about the schools and about the world. And 

personally, Hinton leans on Hedican for personal and spiritual advice.

“She is such a personal role model and a mentor for me,” Hinton said. “The commitment 

that she‘s made with her life and her leadership.”

Another essential partnership for Hinton is with St. John’s.

Last year, she helped to develop Strategic Directions 2020, CSB/SJU’s strategic plan for 

the next five years. It was the first plan developed in full coordination between the 

colleges. But between the serious planning, they keep things light.

“Hemesath and I always tease one another. It’s just how we are.” Hinton said. “When 

you’re working this number of hours, addressing these kinds of issues, enjoying the work 

is important.”

The number of hours is significant. Hinton makes it a point to attend evening athletic and 

arts events to support the students.

The Hinton-Williams family lives on-campus in Renner house. So even when Hinton is 

home, she never quite leaves the office.

Hinton stresses that “balance” isn’t the right way to think about juggling all of her 

commitments.

“The way I think of it is integration,” Hinton said. “In this role, I don’t always get to separate my professional life and my personal life. What 

enables me to do the job, though, is the support that my family offers. Robert is incredibly supportive. When I decided to take this job, it 

was a family decision.”

No matter how early or late Hinton gets home at night, life goes on, with family first.

“I check Hosanna’s homework, that’s my job is to go over homework, and I quiz her on her spelling words,” Hinton said. “There’s usually 

some running joke that our family laughs about for 15 or 20 minutes. Eventually I will eat dinner, and that’s usually not until 9 or 10, 

whenever I get home.”

Hinton doesn’t have much free time.

She loves Adele’s song “Hello.” She listens to all kinds of music, including gospel and spirituals. And she has made the leap into social 

media with a personal Instagram account with more than 700 followers.

“Someone told me I should get someone to take all my Instagram photos,” Hinton said. “I think that was their way of saying I’m not very 

good at Instagram.”

At the end of the night, she checks the news. Then her email. Then, she turns in, ready for another

day.

In a few hours, sky still black, she will wake up.

She will run a college for another day.

“It is the best job ever. I will tell you that,” Hinton said. “That’s what I want people to know: how grateful I am to be a part of this 

community.”
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